




Course Objective: The aim of the course is to explain contemporary debates on feminism 
and the history of feminist struggles. The course begins with a discussion on construction of 
gender and an understanding of complexity of patriarchy and goes on to analyze theoretical 
debates within feminism. The paper also covers the history of feminism in the west, socialist 
societies and in anti-colonial struggles. Further a gendered analysis of Indian society, 
economy and polity with a view to understanding the structures of gender inequalities. 
Total Lectures and Tutorials - 84 

Semester-II 
GE-2A: Feminism: Theory and Practice 

Unit-I: Concepts in Feminism- Sex/Gender distinction, Patriarchy, Gender Socialisation, 
Sexual Division of Labour, Private-Public Dichotomy. Biologism versus social 
constructivism, Feminism 

Unit-II: Approaches to the study of Feminism 
Liberal, Socialist, Marxist, Radical feminism and Third World Approach 

Unit-II Genesis of Feminist Movements in the West: 

Unit-IV: Genesis of Feminist Movement in the East: 

Seneca Falls Convention; Black Feminist Movement, Suffragist Movement in USA, 
Britain and France; the French Revolution and the Declaration of the Rights of Women 
and Female Citizen 

Unit-V: The Indian Experience: 

Women and Work 

Feminism and the Communist Revolution in China-Issues and Debates 
Movement for Women's Emancipation-Rosa Luxemburg, Alexandria Kollontai 
Feminist issues and women's participation in anti-colonial and national liberation 
movements in India 

Reading List: 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Geetha, V. (2002) Gender. Calcutta: Stree. 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Contemporary issues in Feminism: Environment, Domestic Violence, Rape, Dowry. 
Sexual Harassment at Workplace, Right to Property and Customary versus 
Constitutional Law; Gender Relations in India: Family- Matrilineal and Patrilineal; 

Geetha, V. (2007) Patriarchy. Calcutta: Stree. 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 
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13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

12 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Jagger, Alison. (1983) Feninist Politics and Human Nature. U.K.: Harvester Press, 
Pp. 25-350. 

" Lerner, Gerda. (1986) The Creation of Patriarchy. New York: Oxford University 
Press. 



Rowbotham, Shiela. (1993) Women in Movements. New York and London: 

Routledge, Section I, pp. 27-74 and 178-218. 
Jayawardene, Kumari. (1986) Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World. London: 
Zed Books, pp. 1-24, 71-108, and Conclusion. 
Forbes, Geraldine (1998) Women in Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press,pp. 1-150. 
Eisentein, Zillah. (1979) Capitalist Patriarchy and the Case for Socialist Feminism. 
New York: Monthly Review Press, pp. 271-353. 
Funk, Nanette & Mueller, Magda. (1993) Gender, Politics and Post-Communism. 

New York and London: Routledge, Introduction and Chapter 28. 
Chaudhuri, Maiyatree. (2003) "Gender in the Making of the Indian Nation State, in 
Rege, Sharmila. (ed.) The Sociology of Gender: The Challenge of Feminist 
Sociological Knowledge. New Delhi: Sage. 
Banarjee, Sikata. (2007) "Gender and Nationalism: The Masculinisation of Hinduism 
and Female Political Participation', in Ghadially, Rehana. (ed.) Urban Women in 

Contemporary 
India: A Reader. New Delhi: Sage. 
Roy, Kumkum. (1995) 'Where Women are Worshipped, There Gods Rejoice: The 
Mirage of the Ancestress of the Hindu Women', in Sarkar, Tanika & Butalia, Urvashi. 
(eds.) Women and the Hindu Right. Delhi: Kali for Women, pp. 10-28. 
Chakravarti, Uma. (1988) Beyond the Altekarian Paradigm: Towards a New 
Understanding of Gender Relations in Early Indian History", Social Scientist, Volume 
16, No. 8. 

Banerjee, Nirmala. (1999) 'Analysing Women's work under Patriarchy' in Sangari, 
Kumkum & Chakravarty, Uma. (eds.) From Myths to Markets: Essays on Gender. 
Delhi: Manohar. 
Gandhi, Nandita & Shah, Nandita. (1991) The Issues at Stake - Theory and Practice 
in Contemporary Women 's Movement in India. Delhi: Zubaan, pp. 7-72. 

" Shinde, Tarabai (1993) 'Stri-Purush Tulna', in Tharu, Susie & Lalita, K. (eds.) 
Women Writing in lndia, 600 BC to the Present. Vol. I. New York: Feminist Press. 
Desai, Neera & Thakkar, Usha. (2001) Women in Indian Society. New Delhi: National 
Book Trust. 
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Suggested Readings: 

1. Moore, G. E.: Principia Ethica 

2. Ayer, A. J.: Language, Truth and Logic 

3. Stevenson, J. L.: Ethics and Language 

4.  Hare, R. M.: The Language of Morals 

5. Stevenson, J. L.; ‘The Emotive Meaning of Ethical Terms’ 

6. Hosper, John: An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis, Routledge 

 

DSE-2 (II): PHILOSOPHY OF FEMINISM 

(5 Lectures + 1 Tutorial = 6 Credits) 

Full Marks: 100      End-Semester Marks: 80 

                                  In-Semester Marks: 20 

Objectives: This paper aims at introducing feminism as a movement and to develop an 

understanding of women’s rights on the grounds of equality of the sexes.  

Unit-I            Marks: 25 

Feminism: Meaning and definition, Kinds of Feminism, Feminism and Philosophy,  

Unit-II           Marks: 25 

Gender Concepts: Gender, Sexuality and Gender, Gender Discrimination, Gender 

stereotyping, Androgyny 

Unit-III           Marks: 25 

Gender and Society: Family, Kinship and Marriage in India, Patriarchy 

Unit-IV          Marks: 25 

Gender Inequality: Violence against Women, Female Foeticide, Female Infanticide, 

Child Marriage, Dowry, Domestic Violence, Rights of Girl Child. 

Total Lectures of 1 hour duration:     70 

Tutorial Classes of 2 hour duration:  14 

Total Credits after Calculation:         06 



Generic Elective (Interdisciplinary)  

Paper I 

COURSE CODE: HISGE5  

COURSE TITLE: Women in Indian History 

Unit I:  

1.01 :  Definition and Scope, Feminist Movements and Development of Women’s History 

1.02 :  Key Concepts in Women’s Studies – Gender, Patriarchy and Sexual Division of Labour 

1.03 :  Sources for Reconstruction of Women’s History – Oral Narratives, Memoirs,     Diaries,   

Autobiographies etc. 

Unit II:  

2.01 :  Women In Ancient Indian Society : Vedic Period 

2.02 : Status of Women In Buddhism 

2.03 : Changing Status of Women in the Subsequent Periods 

2.04 : Women in Medieval India 

Unit III: 

3.01 : Social Customs and Reform Movements in 19
th
 century India : Sati, Widow Remarriage, 

Female Infanticide : Role of Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj , Prarthna Samaj and Aligarh 

Movement 

3.02 : Jyotiba Phule, Pandita Ramabai and Begum Rukia Sakhawat Hussain 

3.03 : Development of Women’s’ Education in 19
th
 and 20

th
 Century : Role of Social Reformers 

and Missionaries 

3.04 : Sarda Act, 1929 and Hindu Women’s Right to Property Act, 1937 

Unit IV: 

4.01 : Development of Women’s Organization : Women’s Conference, 1910 and National 

Council of Women in India 

4.02 : Demand for Women’s Franchise 

4.03 : Women in Indian Freedom Struggle : Pre-Gandhian Phase 

4.04 : Women in Freedom Struggle : Gandhian Phase 

4.05 : Women in Revolutionary Movement 

Unit: V  



5.01 : Women, Society and Patriarchy in Medieval Assam 

5.02 : Social Reform Movement in 19
th
 and 20

th
 Century 

5.03 : Development of Women’s Organization in Assam 

5.04 : Women and  Freedom Struggle in North East India   

 

Suggested Readings: 

Altekar, A.S  : The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization 

Chakravarti, Uma  : Re-writing History: the Life and Times of Pandita Ramabai 

Desai Neera & Usha Thakkaar  (eds) : Women in Indian Society. 

Forbes, Geraldine : Women in Modern India   

Kumar, Radha : The History of Doing 

Krishnamurthy, J (ed)   : Women in Colonial India 

Lerner, Gerda    : The Creation of Patriarchy  

Majumdar, V. : Studies on the Political Status of Women in India 

Mukherjee, P. : Hindu Women Normative Models 

Nair, Janaki    : Women and Law in Colonial India 

Roy, KumKum. (ed). : Women in Early Indian Societies 

Sangari Kumkum & Sudesh Vaid 

 (ed).    : Recasting Women Essays in Colonial History 

Sharma, D : The Role of the Assamese Women in the Freedom Movements   

Swarup Hemlata, Bisaria Sarojini  : Women, Politics and Religion. 

Thorner, Alice& M. Krishnaraj           :  Ideal, Images and Real lives, essays on women,   history and 

literature 

Walters, Margaret : Feminism, A Very Short Introduction.  
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Generic Elective 04 
    Total Credit=6  

                 Total Marks 80+20=100 

                 Total Classes: 38 

                 Total Tutorials: 7 

             Class duration: 1 class=1 hour 

                 1 tutorial = 1 hour 

                                                                                                       6 classes per week 

Gender and Violence 

Course Objective: Gendered violence is routine and spectacular, structural as well as situated. 

This course attempts to provide an understanding of the logic of that violence, awareness of its 

most common forms and tries to equip the students with a sociologically  

 

 Classes Tutorials  Marks  

1.Gender and Violence 8 1 20 

1.1 Defining Gender Based Violence 

1.2 Perspectives of gendered violence(Individualistic, 

Social perspective and Functionalist Perspective 

2.Structural and Situated Violence 12 2 20 

2.1 Caste, Gender and Violence 

2.2 Domestic and Familial Violence 

2.3 Gender and the Conflict  Situation 

2.4 Violence, Harassment and Workplace 

 

3.Sexual Violence 

 

9 2 20 

3.1 Nature of Sexual Harassment ( legal Perspective) 

3.2 Sexually Transmitted Disease, female foeticide, 

Spousal violence 

3.3 Gendered Violence and Media 

4.Addressing Gendered Violence: Politics and Public 

Policy 

9 2 20 

4.1 Legislative measures in India for curbing sexual 

violence 

4.2 Domestic Violence Act 2005 

4.3 Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace ( 

Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 
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COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 
 

1. What is Gendered Violence? (2 Weeks) 

Kimmel, Michael S. The Gendered Society. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. 

Chapter 13. Gender of Violence, Pp. 381-407 

 
Saikia, J.P, (2016): ― Gender : Themes and Issues‖, Concept Publishing Company (P) Ltd, 
New   Delhi.Pp-101-159 
Wies, Jennifer R. Anthropology at the Front Lines of Gender-Based Violence. Nashville, 

Tenn.: Vanderbilt Univ. Press, 2011. Chapter 1. Ethnographic Notes from the 

Frontlines of Gender Based Violence, Pp. 1-18 
 
2. Structural and Situated Violence (7 Weeks) 

2.1 Caste, Gender and Violence 

 Kannabiran, Vasanth and Kalpana Kannabiran, Caste and Gender: Understanding Dynamics 

of Power and Violence, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 26, No. 37 (Sep. 14, 1991), 

pp. 2130-2133. 

 Irudayam, Aloysius, Jayshree P Mangubhai, and Joel G Lee. Dalit Women Speak Out. 

Chapters. 1, 3, 4, 13 and 14. 

 Ivekovic. R, Mostov. J, (2006): ― From Gender to Nation‖, Published by Zubaann, New 

Delhi. Pp-81-89. 

 Mohanty Manoranjan (ed), (2004): ― Class, Caste, Gender‖, Sage Publications, New Delhi. 

2.2 Domestic and Familial Violence 

 Karlekar, Malavika. Domestic Violence, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 33, No. 27 

(Jul. 4-10, 1998), pp. 1741-1751 

 Agnes, Flavia, 'My Story, Our Story: Building Broken Lives' Mumbai: Majlis. 1984. 

 Chowdhry, Prem. Enforcing Cultural Codes: Gender and Violence in Northern India, 

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 32, No. 19 (May 10-16, 1997), pp. 1019-1028 

2.3 Gender and the Conflict Situation 

 Wood, E. J. 'Variation in Sexual Violence during War'. Politics & Society 34.3 (2006): 307-

342. 

 Butalia, Urvashi. The Other Side of Silence. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2000. 

Chapter 4, Pp. 104 - 171 

2.4 Violence, Harassment and the Workplace 

 MacKinnon, Catharine A. Only Words. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1993. 

Chapter II Racial and Sexual Harassment. Pp. 43 – 68. 

  

 Tejani, Sheba. Sexual Harassment at the Workplace: Emerging Problems and Debates, 

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 39, No. 41 (Oct. 9-15, 2004), pp. 4491-4494 
 
3. Sexual Violence (3 Weeks) 

 Box, Steven. Power, Crime, and Mystification. London: Routledge, 1989. Chapter 4. Rape 

and Sexual Assaults on Women Pp. 120 - 165 

Scully, Diana and Joseph Marolla. "Riding the Bull at Gilley's": Convicted Rapists Describe 

the Rewards of Rape, Social Problems, Vol. 32, No. 3 (Feb., 1985), pp. 251-263 


