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THE METTERNICIH SYSTEM (1)

ABSTRACT

Europe after Napoleon was a time of preat changes and upheavals, as the Napoleonic
Wars had ravaged the Continent. At “#he Comgress of Vienma 1815, the victorious allied

oo powers met to redraw the Continent's
- map and to establish a new balance of
1 power in Eutope, Before cither political
i liberalism or nationalism could become

institutionalised in European nations,
_ 7 the Continent passed through a period
Y/ Raot) / of “Conservative Reaction”. Since, Europe
e ey had to suffer through decades long of
wars and chaos, as well as the reign of terror in France due to reasons and revolutions
mspired by “Sberakion and nationalises’”, thus the many in Europe tended to regard that
the abstract ideas of liberalism, equality and even nationalism leading inevitably to
anarchy. In the interests of an orderly government, the rights of property, and the
cxistence of the European civilisation, many European
resolutely against every doctrine which ST

carried the liberal taint for a long period.
Through “the Congress of Vienna” in 1815,
a newer system for co-operation among
natons, called “#he Concert of Enrape”, was
estblished to prevent any future war
and also to maintain stability in Europe.
Despite the efforts, Europe experienced
a number of revolutions, particularly “she
Resolutions of 1848", leading to the institutionalisation in Europe, of both the political
tiberalism and nationalism, “The Fra of Mettermich” , as this conservative phase is called.

s, therefore, set their faces
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THE METTERNICH SYSTEM

(2)

INTRODUCTION

Kienwens Wemze! Nepormuk Lathar (Prince of Mettermich-
W inmebwry v Beilstein), often known as “Klemens ponr
Mettermich”™ was a conservative Austrian statesman
as well as diplomat, who was at the centre of the
Europe’s balance of power (“#he Concert of Enrope”)
for three decades as the Awstrian Empire's Foreign
Minister from 1809 and Chancellor from 1821 till
the liberal Rerolvtions of 1848 forced him to resign.
Even further, he is often regarded as a “champion
of conservatism’ , who helped in the formation of the
victorious alliance against Napoleon and restored
Austria as a leading power in Europe, with hosting “the Congress of Viewnd™ in 1815,
His influence was so immense that it was not confined in Austria only, but penetrated
even further, 10 “the German Confederation” and the rest of Europe. So great was his
hold on the European political that the period from 1815 to 1848 in the European
History, 1s called “7he Era of Metternich”. And, his method of working, “the Metternich
Systens”, to maintain “the 1815 Settlement” with an alliance of European monarchies,
and by the comprehensive repression of liberalism and nationalism within the states.

Klemens von Metternich was borm into a wealthy and noble famly in the Rhineland, and
his father was the Austrian envoy to “fbe Rbenish principalities”. He entered the Austrian
diplomatic service in 1794, and severed in various embassies before being appointed
as the Austrian foreign minister in 1809, as was a very skilled diplomat and negotator.
The 1815 saw Mettermich at the peak of his power and popularity in Austria, after the
fall of Napoleon at the Battle of Waterkos, and morcover “the Congress of Viewna in 18157,
Metternich saw it as a personal triumph, With this much of success, soon he became
“the State Chancellor of the Austrian Empire” in 1821, and but with the outbreak of “she
Revolutions of 1848" his reign and cra came to an end with his resignation, and to exile
from Austria. He spent later years in various European cities before passing away in
Vienna in 1859, and “the Last great figure of bis gemeration’”, despite his controversial legacy.
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THE METTERNICH SYSTEM (3)

METHODOLOGY

This academic paper used a systemic research design, through quantitative analysis
nfm:ihhmnduydaumm&chmmdnydnumhhdu:wﬂuy
of historical books from various authors and a number of informative articles from
different writers as well as few of other materials available across different platforms,

1. The primary objective of this academic paper is to provide a general understanding
of the topic, i.e. “the Metternich System”.

l“emdaryobmwofdm:mdmcpupuumuﬂmdﬂﬂmtmnf
the topic, that’s “the Mettermich System”.
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THE METTERNICH SYSTEM (4)

MAIN TEXT

Austria’s greatest statesman and skilled diplomat, Klemens son Metternich introduced a
framework for the contemporary European political landscape (in the 19th Century),
famously known as “the Mettermich System” . Since, Metternich was a staunch conservative
who belicved that the traditional social order, the monarchical system, the nobility and aristocracy,
and the Catbolic Chureh should be preserved at all cost, thus his method was based the
following principles: “the principle of kegitimacy” (the monarchical governance), “ the principle of
halance of power’” (maintain peaceful order), and “the principle of intervention” (right fo intervent).
Morcover, “the Metternich System’” was an amalgamation of meetings among “the greater
pawers of contemporary Esrope”, with thenbp:t:vctnmul\feduputﬁbemﬂumpun
nations, Whilc through his framework, + 34 iT

secondly, to retain Europe’s status quo, ;_-:..;‘r'

Even more, Meftermich used a number of -.» .
methods to suppress nationalism and SNSCEE
liberalism in Europe, and established a “ 4"
large network of espionage to monitor £°0
dissent and further to silence his critics, “F 5 =5 |
and even, used military force to intervene in other countries to suppress revolutionary
movements. Through “the Metternich Systens”, Metternich was significantly successful in
maintaining peace and stability, preserving the monarchical order in Europe for three
decades and also restoring Austria as a major leading and influential European power.

In pursuance of his objectives and strengthening of his hold over Austria, Mettermich
adopted various reactionary and conservative methods under “she Metternich Systen”,
The special features of “the Metternich System’” were, as following: (1) “mtr/ of educution”
(strictness in higher education and publication), (#) “cemsorship of press” (prohibition on
liberal information), (i) “gmanding of barders” (stop infiltration of iberalism thoughts),
and () “systems of police state” (arbitrary uses of power and reinforcement of the police).

In the History of Furope, “the Metternich Systew’” was a respect of the great importance.
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THE METTERNICH SYSTHEHM (%)

The phenomena, “the Metternich System” was caused due to a number of reasons, as
such: (7) “degre for peace and stability” (after much chaos and crisis in Furope), (i) “ setting
halance of power”, (resolve further disputes in the Continent), (i) * restoring ancient order”,
(restore monarchial order), (i) “wmnter raction” (suppress liberalism and nationalism),
(1) “cemtral role of the empire”, (restore Austria as a major leading European foree), and
(w) “congressiomal conferences” (a great platform to Metternich, for his aims and objectives).

The framework, “the Metternich System’ had a number of impacts on Europe, as such:
(1) “long-term peace’” (three decades of peace in the Continent), () “restoration of stabibity”
' iE7: SET = (stability in Europe after 1815),

3 e s (outspread of Metternich’s ideas),

() “suppression of hberakism and
nationalisn’” ( opposition against
liberal and national movement),
£ (0) “inteliectual stagnation” (lack of
= information in public domain),
() “political disintegration” (a way
to newer political realives in the
Continent), (i) “diplomatic kgaey” (a precedent for global meetings and negotiations),
and (w#) “revelutionary backlash” (outburst of resentment and discontent as revolution).
The phenomena, “the Metternich System’” though had a lasting legacy, however failed
to succeed much due 1o a number of reasons, as following: (7) “revedutionary mosemens”
(become matured and strong, and couldn’t be resisted), (4) “bberubiow and nasonalion™
(failure 10 address the rising liberalism and nationalism), () * weakened Anstrian Stare”
(internal problems with weak economy and military ), (i) *“the Mowrve Doctrine in 1823
(a major blow 1w Metternich's theory of intervention), (#) “snstainable bakince of power ™
(lack of international co-operation among nations), (w) “eppasitien of the Great Britwin’
(didn"t subscribe much of Metternich'’s approaches), (mi) “AAmerican and Colonial affains”

(didn’t address the changing aspects of the New World and European Colonies), and
(w5id) “Mettermich's mindse!” (Jack of a political vision with no formative way of thinking).
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T METYTERNICIH SYSTEM (6)

CONCLUSION

This is a deseniptive label for his framework *“the Metternich Systend”, indicating that his
use of the congresses, alliances and informal consultation in conjunction with all the
police state apparatus can be seen as one scheme, because all of his methods seem to
have one ssmple, wdeological poal: “fe prevent political change and to preserve ancient order”.

As for the matter of success, there is a senies of achicvements to Meftermich’s name,
such as: “owmwitting of Napeleon™, *“the nepotiated trinmsph of Viennd”, “the establishment of a
diplamatic systend”, and further, “maintaining peace for over thirty years”, an extraordinary
achievement after the convulsions of the Napokouic Ers. Even more, the real measure
of Mettermicl’s success is the fact that for over three decades, he was able to create the
illusion of Austrian strength and obscure the actuality of Austrian relative weakness.
And yer, there is still the aura of failure around Mettermich’s name for a simple reason,
as his systematic implementation of inflexible and repressive policies actually led to
the creation of the very revolunons that Mettermich was trying to prevent and crush.
And, his framework “sthe Metternich Systens” ultimarely destroyed itself and him wath it

Whereas, “the Era of Metternich” was a complex and
contradictory period in the European History, as it
was a time of peace and stability, of repression and
oppression, and of great progress, socio-economuc.

In retrospective, Metternich was much significant in
the European History for his greatest contribution
“the Mettermich System”™ in the internanonal relanons.
Yet, Metternich should be blamed for his inability 1o
prevent the decay of the Anstrian Empire, and finally
he became amongst the poncipal causalities in the

Collapses of the Empire when his resigned in 1848,
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THE METTERNICH SYSTIM (7
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