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Abstract

Land and identity issues are interlinked and landlessness becomes a cause of ethnic unrest
in the Northeast region of India. Colonial land and forest policy not only impacted the lives of
indigenous people but also affected the land relation of indigenous and other immigrant
communities of Assam. Even the post-colonial state has also been continuing the legacy of
colonial state, which resulted in the land deprivation of tribals and Adivasis of Assam. It is in
this context the present study discusses the landlessness of the tea garden community of
Assam. Despite living in Assam for more than a hundred years, they are constantly facing the
issue of landlessness and land alienation, which subsequently created a threat to their
identity, culture and livelihood. The article is based on the arguments and narratives drawn

from the tea garden community of Assam and the role of state is also highlighted in this

context.
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Abstract

Land and identity issues are interlinked and landlessness becomes a cause of ethnic unrest in the Northeast
region of India. Colonial land and forest policy not only impacted the lives of indigenous people but also
affected the land relation of indigenous and other immigrant communities of Assam. Even the post-
colonial state has also been continuing the legacy of colonial state, which resulted in the land deprivation
of tribals and Adivasis of Assam. It is in this context the present study discusses the landlessness of the tea
garden community of Assam. Despite living in Assam for more than a hundred years, they are constantly
facing the issue of landlessness and land alienation, which subsequently created a threat to their identity,
culture and livelihood. The article is based on the arguments and narratives drawn from the tea garden
community of Assam and the role of state is also highlighted in this context

Keywords

Land, indigeneity, Assam, tea garden community, rights

Introduction

Land is a significant element which gives shape to the identity and culture of a community. Northeast
India is a composite of diverse ethnic tribes, races and linguistic groups. Land and identity issues have
seriously impacted and become a cause of ethnic unrest in the Northeast region of India. Land occupies
a significant position in the life of the people of the region, particularly its tribal communities. Tribals
being emotionally attached to land for their cveryday livelihood sources feel highly alicnatcd and iso-
lated from the loss of their land which is primarily due to the encroachment by the non-tribals to their
land. Conscquently, a large number of tribals have been rendered landless. Land alienation of tribals, loss
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