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A Book chapter by Anjan Saikia

9  Re-examining nationalism and
Hindu religious rhetoric in India

A reading of Arundhati Roy’s
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness

Anjan Saikia

The objective of the chapter is to engage with the larger political realities of
post-colonial India and the emergence of nationalism as a divisive problem
after the rise of the Hindu fundamentalism. The chapter looks into issue of
the rigid and provocative ideology associated with the Hindu fundamen-
talism and the widening disharmonies in the wake of such practices on the
basis of the reading of Arundhati Roy’s The Ministry of Utmost Happiness.
The chapter delves deeply into the unprecedented growth of Hindu nation-
alism in India in the new millennium and the resultant increasing dishar-
mony between the Hindus and the Minority Others, especially the Muslims
through illustrations from the chosen novel.

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, published in 2017, is the second novel
of Arundhati Roy, an Indian novelist and activist of international fame.
The novel graphically encapsulates the political, social and everyday reali-
ties of the Indian nation state especially of the last five decades. The novel
skilfully decodes the various incidents and their crucial ramifications in the
history of post-independent India. The novel is set in the old city of Delhi
and extended subsequently to the Kashmir valley. The work covers a wide
range of issues plaguing the Indian nation in the second half of the twentieth
century and the current millennium as well.

India is known for her secularism and tolerance, and therefore, the events
and policies of various governments in post-independent India have become
subjects of intense scrutiny and discussions. Issues like the declaration of emer-
gency and suspension of democracy during 197577, the rapid growth of Hindu
fundamentalism, the growing acrimony between the Hindus and the Muslims
in the wake of Hindu nationalism and the failure of the state in alleviating the
poverty in the post-1990s, have received immense attention from all quarters
of society in the history of independent India. Roy’s novel describes independ-
ent India especially from the time of emergency to the present through the
narration of the protagonist Anjum, a Muslim by birth and hermaphrodite
in nature. Through the narration of Anjum and descriptions of other charac-
ters like Tilottama, Musa, Yeswi, Jebeen, Naga and Saddam, Roy recreates
the situations of modern India with immaculate vividness and graphic rep-
resentations. The novel unfolds the transforming face of the Indian democracy

DOI: 10.4324/9781003181408-9
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A Chapter by Anjan Saikia in a Conference Proceeding
Chapter 14
The Contexts of Unsettling Human Race
and Pandemic Rethinking in Kugene
lonesco’s Rhinoceros

Anjun Salkia

f4.1 Intraduction

Recent interests it the discounre of disciecs Jike Covid-19, Ebola, BIV/AIDS,
et have paised serions grestions reparding e bistory of “Iunsn infection: diseasen”
(Narnes 14} Intense discusuions sumounding the ovelution of varous infcction
recancs have toied (o arest the factoss that bave ficilitnted 2aich disenes sdony with
fowating the ool cmses. Rigoroars discusidoge, an disoae have browpht into lpbt
vartous porspeetives sanping ftom medical o hisnan bchaviour os the planct. Sich
divenaaions have temarkably broupht insto Hipht the ctfeets cansed by nutjor dinenses n
haman civilization, cvoliiton specicn, ote., amd have hiphliphicd “tha: internction
la-tween hann behaviowr and the cvolation of ecrtain human diseases”™ (Banes 14).
Given that backdrop, the Covid-19 pandemic that shook the entire workl merits

et ionts discirssion sed seruliny.

T hrouphout bussm hisory, the workd has expericnccd nunscrous t:pidcmic.*’-l’
pandemics and Jure witessed their devishiting, consequences. D espite baviny, &
prolonped history of discusces and handling of those, the Covid-19 pandemic jolted the
et beyond borders amnd forced people (o exercise social distancing, hisning, Hives
diflicult on sn unprecedented scafe. The fecocity of the pandemic was cuch thal sation
ler the nation resorted to the chmame of all activitics inchiding coonomic and was
compelled 1o seck remedy in on frenzicd way, Mounting cases of illness: across the
world and piling up of deaths sadically chianyed modes of himnne Biving, and p
et ionn. gucsdions on lnamans os n species and their behnviowr on carth, the SuCAnINg of
Wfe', und the relationship between man and natare, It is in this context thid the
diconre of anthopocentrism requires mention il contextnalization. Al'.»i"-‘i‘ such #
backdrop, this paper sceks (o postiy the  collective  psyehosis  tha heamaiity
cnconntered in the wake of the Coronavinns pandemic ml the increasing, rethinking: ¢
?;!‘!lgl'w(hu:nl;iun Im;-ui on are-tendiag of Fapene lonesco’s Tunous ma;y Khinocer ™t

DS99y Applymyp, the discourse of s ' ‘ ‘ b
e llu'.)t.‘n;arf.ctl hgpirins |‘:i‘|' lunll{l"iHlLLlllrl§:lll. the paper wgwees .lhnl_ :cd

e . ubility of fusnon existence on carth and has potd
ol 1I.n. pecensity 1o retlhand,  busman hehaviows and thei relationshi with other
orpanisms of the aniverse. Thioupgh re-context l". i oy o Ixe cvents
narsuted i Mhinoveras fion an smllmspm: . l"“') e u‘ml reecaling: e m;k*i the
feperconsaions of an antlnopopenic tine perspeetive, the popes d.;_-}mf : -

vorldview und sceentuates on converting '
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A Book chapter by Anjan Saikia

Insurgency and the Problematics of
Identity in Nagaland: A Reading of
Temsula Ao’s These Hills Called Home:
Stories From a War Zone
Anjan Saikia*

The North Eastern region witnessed a lot of political unrest and
violence in the past. However, it is to mention here that apart from
the centre’s stereotypical worldview as a violence prone region, the
Northeastern region also boasts of a huge number of ethnic
communities, their languages, distinct and rich cultures, and traditions
as such. Among the many problems that the region has been doomed
with, the aspect of identity and identity politics is certainly one of the
most dominant issues, and perhaps, the biggest problem in many of
the North eastern states. In fact, identity and identity politics is a
very crucial area of concern in the North Eastern part of India which
is 2ls0 the stronghold of a huge number of ethnic communities. The
problems surrounding identity have, to a huge extent, led into identity
dilemma in many of the contexts. This identity dilemma among the
People of the numerous groups in this part of the country has led
Many to wage protest against the dominants in the form of insurgency,
demonslrations, and so on. Writers in English hailing from the North

have recorded these developments in their writings in a candid

S

*Assistm Professor, Dept. of English,Kamargaon College Golaghat, Assam.
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EDUCATION AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT
. AMONG THE KAIVARTAS OF

SIVASAGAR DISTRICT OF ASSAM
(Study based on three villages of Sivasagar District)

Probha Rani Das

Introduction:

The men and women have equal contribution for all-round
development of the society. Due to patriarchal nature of Indian
society, themen are considered the real contributor for progress the
whole society and the women suffer various forms of discrimination,
inequalities, oppression, harassment etc. Since Vedic period, they
had to acquaint own identity in the name of their father, husband or
son. The women are lagging far behind from holding true power in
the society including the arena of decision making. They have been
discriminated all aspects like —social, political, economic, education
and access to rights and so on. If we make a critical survey of the
entire process it would be evident that they are in fact, a deprived.
section of the society. No society can flourish if the women are not
given their due place in the process of development. So India is not
considered the developed country after seventy years of
independence. Like India, Assam is also under-developed in respect
of economically, socially, educanonally Full-fledge development of
India as well as Assam is not being achieved until then the women
are not get sufficient education and lay emphasis on their
empowerment. It is also demand of the hour to challenge the
patriarchal social set up to change the position of women. Here, the
education and empowerment of women is going to perceive as the
means to change the traditional mindset especially among the
Depressed class women. Women empowerment is possible only
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EFFECTIVENESS OF E-LEARNING
AMONG COLLEGE STUDENTS:

A STUDY IN GOLAGHAT
DISTRICT, ASSAM

b

Mridula Hazarika
Rinky Sahu

ABSTRACT

At present, E-Learning is the only way to get students
connected with their academics as the education sector is
adversely harmed and affectéd due to the infectious and
deadly ‘Covid-19’ virus. This pandemic demands students
and teachers to get involved with various means of E-
Learning. In this view, the paper seeks to examine the
effectiveness of E—Leafning among college students of
Golaghat District of Assam. This paper also tries to identify
the problems of online teaching faced by the college students
as well as to provide sultable measures for solving the
problems of E-Learning. Descriptive survey method is used
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