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Preface by Mridula Hazarika

Preface

“Recent trends in education™, is the most emerging topic
in the education system of the present scenario. It is seen that
with the introduction of the New Education Policy 2020, the
whole system of education is being changed with new ideas
like integrated education. blended learning, multidisciplinary
approaches etc. Again, with the impact of modernisation and
globalisation, the education system has also been influenced
by artificial intelligence, gamification in learning, web-based
education. technology in education, life-skill education, concept-
based learning etc. Education also has a number of recent concepts
like privatisation, sustainable development, lifelong learning,
inclusive education etc. The system of education implemented
in recent times helps learners deal with the issues facing in the
modern world. In contrast to the lifelong study of philosophy and
religion that constituted ancient conventional education, modern
education is more practical and engaging.

The goal of modern education is to prepare learners for
success in the global digital environment by developing their
personalities both intellectually and professionally. In response to
the growing demand for digital education from parents, teachers,
students and administrators, some educational institutions have
introduced distinct digital curricula also. As a necessary part
of education, online and virtual learning are popular in today’s
educational environment. Therefore, itis very much vital to conduct
research in this field, to enquire about the various opportunities
and challenges faced by the teachers, learners and administrators.
With the view to develop a deeper idea in this regard, the editorial
team initiated these subjects for thinking among the researchers to
analyse, evaluate and develop every aspects of these topics.

The editorial team extend their heartfelt gratitude to the
national publisher ‘Adhyayan Publishers & Distributors’,
New Delhi for taking the effort to publish the book. Here, the
team, also like to offer their deep sense of gratitude towards all
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the researchers and authors for their contribultion of valuable
research papers in this edited book. At the sar-ne time, the editoria]
team also obliged to Mr. Sundar Saikia, Artist, f'Ol' designing the
cover page by representing the essence of the topic.

Editors,
Mridula Hazarika

Rinky Sahu
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A book chapter by Mridula Hazarika

Availability of Resources for
Effective Implementation of Inclusive
Education in Primary Schools: A
Study in Golaghat District, Assam

Rinky Sahu'
Mridula Hazarika’

ABSTRACT

Education for all’ and ‘zero rejection policy’ led to the
development of the concept of “inclusive education”. But this
is a challenging concept too, because the teacher needs to meet
the diversified needs of the students at the same time. Therefore,
it requires the availability of a variety of material resources
as well as human resources to ensure the success of inclusive
education. With the aim to analyse the availability of various
necessary resources for the holistic development of all students,
the researchers make a survey and try to suggest some ways for
the successful and smooth functioning of inclusive schools. The
researchers developed a questionnaire in Google form having 10
items of questions for primary school teachers to reveal the real
scenario of inclusive setup in primary schools. The descriptive
survey method is used in the study and the purposive sampling
technique is used to collect data.

Keywords: resource, inclusive education, primary school,
implementation

1.0 INTRODUCTION:

The education system of a country shapes its destiny. For the
successful and smooth running of the education system, there must

I Lecturer, Teaching of Social Science, Post Graduate ‘Training College, 1ASE, Jorhat,
rinkysahugowalaSSB@gmuiI.com, 9365524712 . . _—
Assistant Professor and HOD, Department of Education, Kamargaon College,
mridulahazarika04@gmail.com, 9101880401
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A book Chapter by Punendra Das

NEP 2020 And Teacher Education:
Issues and Challenges

Chimparani Dowarah’
Punendra Das’

Abstract

Education is the backbone of any country s development.
According to the demands of society as well as time change,
every country should develop its education policy. India come
with a New Education Policy at the National level called New
Education Policy 2020. The New Education Policy 2020 comes
afier 34 years in India and was approved by the Union Cabinet
of India on 29 July 2020. The policy focused on equality, quality,
affordability as well and accountability in education across the
country. The New Education Policy is comprehensive; it covers
elementary to higher education levels with vocational training in
both the local and urban areas in India. Mainly the policy aims to
transform the whole Indian education system at a national level
by 2030. The NEP 2020 highlights that teachers must have values,
content knowledge, methodology, skills, pedagogies and advanced
practice on technology in the field of education. Teacher education
is one of the fields that shape the next generation of every country.
The policy makes sure that all the Teacher Education Institutes
(TEIs) will be converted into multidisciplinary institutions by
2030 where they will offer a 4-year integrated teacher education
program. Therefore, the policy brings so many changes in rhe‘
education system as well as in teacher education. Tl‘we proc.e.s'x Qf‘
changing it will create many issues and challenges in the field of
teacher 'eduw,,-m Some of the major issues and challenges of
teacher education are discussed in the present paper. Also, review
the NEP 2020 concerning Teacher Education.

Keywords: Issues, Challenge, Teacher Education, NEP 2020
"l_——__

Faculty of Chandrakanta B.Ed College
Assistant Professor, Kamargaon College


hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text
                    A book Chapter by Punendra Das

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text
 

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text


S T EER— A L R (W R

\© 2023224 |SBN : 978-93-92394-75-1
F Vol - 1, 2024

N\ () L)) D) e _
ABHIPSA

gl

An Annual Publication of Interdisciplinary Research

Published by
1.D.S.G. COLLEGE, BOKAKHAT

Editor = Co-Editor
Rittwick Parasar . Silpika Gogol



ABHIPSA © An Annual Publication of Intcuhsuplumr}v RC'*«.'»lth, Vol.1
4. Published by IDSG College, Bokakhat, Edned by Rittw ick Parasar & S"P‘la.
Gogor (Students of ML AL, Department of Assamese)

ISBN 978-93-92394-75-1

LGRS

-] I
n

a1 241, (% fe.ap fz. asfnaem, i free

nestl et =l A4, 451 fasifavirzm, fems) frsys

w wtsti®) =l fegery fesifawira, wnim fas

wputioa s =31, (% fe. 95 (o il 2wt sframs frem

v frzia a4, o5 fe o o, szifawiE, et e

2 festw A, oz fe.as fo, wzifawi=a, 20 fasis

2 fefa=ei =z, cufe.as fz. wmfamem, worin fase

: © fie e afael, ozfe.gs fa. szfamem, afrm e

2w csitfe *mi, ozfe.ap fz, Tzifamem, A fas
TeArea Arnl, z.fe. 95 [z, aEifarE, Trars fas

G

(s

Tl SRR E S SHEE Ol
2 Az e (o)
: w faeE A
: fofa=i s
: g Azl
Teefe : T T AT

THRUTE T 4] 74l

TS 2 AfgeE Aqmia

HLHWE ¢ fafsie) sitst

W] 3 WV SIS, UG AR, i IS, B 5, A s
AETE 2 (&fe.asfs. wmfamem, @erere

R ¢ i we (@ fba, @mRre)
I 5 Yoo e
fasd s = S11's ot ot i fFrafa afs s I oy, SwEs A

NG (519114 ofa) B iofs. oy (7% A% (1) A WA SIS 74 157R TR AT
THAM Afafe wardrm g3 | — srorp



< ufewme Tuge Aane W@ A A4 9
&7 Lo ] 2RI
> gEa fag wifze @ oy wrEEare

SYE G 447

o WS TR ZEA AR AT
T (T TEaat

o FTHEE TOIHS LIS SIS 2T

T oEH SN A1

% AIfZE] AIMASA TG OF FHE WA ((AB] ATH
afagsaa Afzere SeEad yradm favs i)

& T a9

1)

meuﬁmmqﬁam:
coireArel 5% 44rd farerz) s
T MAG] 44 FES

5O

< @Tm ARG T ATH TS
are cafe I’ 2 5 |ITEs
& 299 (OIFUET Pl

b

o AmfEE AT USRI 551
Jlerfee (bfeur

200

TSIl ¢ Vol-1 / 4



A book chapter by Dr. Gayatri Bora on Modern Assamese Drama

@ﬁwﬁwmmﬁmmmmg
ool bm F4d iRl g

©° sitTal 991 FIETS

— - - ) B
sl wameE, ERars [t

”

R 17 I PP I
BT T

Ka A LIRS - | B
S 5 xeeranEa ST AGA 2E TEE T S| HTS WA

e o orets i TS BeT
vt e T, DA S|, =l 9l ) &= <D, H[™ fafen OAMITATA

7154 ©F FFT (SlH % FA UMz | TG 4 SISt

’

Fo7 WA

ST A o GEE R Ahee wwd biiATIa WHA IA A
Seffm TArTE 2SS 4 AT ATRIS TIIE OF AT el 7
4 gfa s(feam@ (<Fe EA (AF=0] FH4ZE farsme (4 (7% (AR
S 4 T w15 A 953 EE T | SR AT A1
e A aa fEeve sraeada [afen araTe UblEe (AR
Tz o TaEa w4 73| ffen anrera 9w we ana =i
siza TR ARSI AEna TigfE b Fl Seglee SR (ATl
a4 | T T, FEEEAR, To4 LU, wiE 2%, SE 5w,
ClAST T4, AUvRGa W Tl AfeHaE (ERs) #deARrd J
w47 wfa Sy e s weias ata (oel el | 2 foode
TS (S qaiwrd Taruis) e 5% g1l Gl el TeE
T febiel azel #fa afgfe 91 ARk AT 25[a (531 FAREA |

TSI 8 Vol-1 / bo



hphp3
Typewritten Text

hphp3
Typewritten Text
    A book chapter by Dr. Gayatri Bora  on Modern Assamese Drama 


10 JUNOWIE Gy BEnsmm=m

For Four Year Undergraduate Prugramme (FYUGP)

A book Chapter by Dr. Bijit Das

As per
NEP

iyllabus

e

5

P
4
!
1
A Y

] »

-
\

\

L s\lA
N _.-
oqr -

4

-

iversity

niversity

\
.-“ s\llt
' {0d}

For B. A. 2nd Semester Major Course of Dibrugarh Un
& B.A. 3rd Semester Core Course of Gauhati

o
I
>
N
=Ty
~
-
=
oy
]
1]
=i
=
=¥

I.
Dr. Bijit Das



hphp3
Typewritten Text
                      A book Chapter by Dr. Bijit Das 

hphp3
Typewritten Text


N 1O SOCTOL OGY -I1 2 A text book Fop F
arh University lll\tl.l'f .I:YU(-']‘ Syllabus v,
fesSoT, [)pp.ulm‘vnl ot Sociology, ("‘Vf‘fllll\(?lll Mode] c T, quﬂb' k‘?ﬁhj}‘ :
it Professor in the Department of hm:iolo[;y, Kam 9“&39,._ i !!h;_r-,t_ ;
\shok I'ublication, Panbazar, Guwahayj - 1 argaon Coj, W2irg, o

.y I(‘ f : A
NTRODUCT - Cgrea’n o
! itten by 1y, 20 ey

- v
Course of DIbTUE

Assastant I'ru
Ryt 1Yas Assist
und pul*hsh-‘d by

_— : B
First Impression - 20243 |

£ s Author
All nights rosem od
nany torm or by 2
of the pubhsher, m writhing

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored ;

N a retriey
. 0 o > oC N al s5ys
nv means, clectronic, mechanmical, photoc opying or other t

fon: it Mop,..
wise, without th, = " lry

This book is sold ubject to the condition that is shall not, by way of trade or Otherwise pe |
s e t‘nl, e
Id
e h“
{

out, or atherwise circulated without the publisher prior conset in any form of binding or ¢
1a which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being "“POseover Othe, th,

do n
purchaser. fihe Sub,,eq;i

GLOBAL OFFICE

* New Delhi Global Net Publication
(An Imprint of Asian Humanities Press)

3rd Floor, 4736/23 Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhj-1
Contact No. : 75770-73317; Email : globalnetpublicaﬁon@gm;ﬂl
.Com

.HEAD OFFICE

¢ Guwahati Ashok Publication
Jaswanta Road, Panbazar, Guwahati-1
Contact No : 94350-44525, 70028-46982
E-mail : absguw@gmail.com

¢ Guwahati Ashok Book Stall
Jaswanta Road, Panbazar, Guwahati-1
Contact No : 94350-44525, 7002846982
E-mail : absguw@gmail.com

ISBN : 978-93-6078-646-5

Cover illustration : Sanjib Kalita

Printed in India at Das offset, Guwahati
Publisher : Ashok Publication, Guwahati, Assam

Price: T 195/-




PREFACE

The study on Sociology is not the new subject. Since thousands of years
people have observed and reflected upon societies and groups in which they va
but after emergence of Sociology as discipline systematic study of the society has
been started. The subject is considered as the youngest branches of social ‘;(;ionces
and eventually it tends to get popularised. In contemporary time the imporfan‘ca of
sociology has been apprehended by the intellectual comrnunity and such inta‘rest
helps the subject to evolve over the period of time. August Comte has evo!ved- the
subject Sociology in the year 1839. Comte in his classification of the sciences, rnads;
Sociology both logically and chronologically subsequent to the other sciences. For
him, sociology is considered as the most complex of all. Sociology has evolved
through various stages in the last three decades. It has been established as significant
sub-discipiine of social sciences in the 21* century. The origin of sociology resides
in political philosophy, the philosophy of history, biographical theories of evolution
and the movements for social and political reform. In the early part of nineteenth
century the philosophy of history became an important intellectual influence through
the writings of Hegel and Saint-Simon. On the basis of these two thinkers, Marx and
Comte contributed important strands in modern sociology. Since the commencement
of the subject as 'Sociology’, the subject has evolved in terms of methods and
subject matter as well. Sociology has been studying human society by analysing
various issues from sociological point of view. The subject logically and rationally
analysing every aspect of the society. The development of the subject depends on
the transformation of society. As society transforms different new challenges and
problems have been come and to address such societal problems the subject needs
evolve with the changing period of time.

The initial series of changes that were brought to Sociology by mostly ‘Two
great Revolution’ that were took place in Europe. The enlightenment period and
industrial revolution made remarkable changes to the European Society. Different
new challenges have been the part of society as society transformed through
revolutions. In India there are section of prominent sociologist who have engaged
in the process of sociological process. Sociologists like G.S.Ghurye, Radha Kamal
Mukherjee, D.P. Mukherjee, M.N.Srinivas,André Beteille, Prof. M. N.Karna who have
been remembered for their significant work in the field of sociology. Prof M. N.
Karna was considered one of the important thinkers who mostly dealt with the
classical tradition of sociology. This preface is as tribute to Prof. M.N.Karna. Prof.
Karna was one of the important intellectual figures in the field of sociology who was
related with Patna School of Sociology. In the initial stage of sociology there are
two most popular school of sociology in India — one is Bengal School of Sociology
and Bombay of School of Sociology. Panta School of Sociology is considered as
marginalised sibling of Bengal School of Sociology. Prof Karna played major role in
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ABSTRACT:

The education system of a country has a tremendous
impact on its development. Higher education in India is
undergoing a significant transformation from a traditional
teacher-centred system to a student-centred approach. It is
necessary to overhaul and alter India’s higher education
system in which it currently operates. This can be achieved
b'y incorporating different points of view, making an effort
to develop procedures that focus on the needs of the learner,
and setting up systems for assessment that are well-known
on a global basis. The UGC has mandated the introduction
of a Choice Based Credit System in all undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes under the 11th Plan of Higher
Education as a result of considerable discussion among
educators and experts in the relevant field. The CBCS is
a system for creating, putting into practice, and reviewing
curricula. In addition to giving students flexibility in their
course choices, it also allows them to transfer between
educational institutions of their choice anywhere in the
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PREFACE

With the emergence of postcolonial consciousness, subalternity
emerges as one of the most significant social issues. Postcolonialism,
as an emerging critical discourse of the twentieth century, attempts
to examine the core issues such as colonial plunder, socio-political
domination and exploitation of the colonized and continuation of
the same in the decolonized countries even after being liberated
from the web of colonization. Although, the decolonized countries
witnessed some kind of economic progress after liberation,
development in the real sense of the term remained elusive for
most them. It 1s worth mentioning here that in the decolonized
countries, colonialism was gradually replaced by a new type of
hegemony called ‘neo-colonialism’. Hence, under such dismal
circumstances, postcolonialism turned out to be a strong voice of
resistance of non-Western people against Western hegemony and
‘Subaltern Studies’, as a branch of study, obviously gained much
more significance. The trend of critical study called “Subaltern
Studies” was set by leading postcolonial thinkers like Ranajit Guha,
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, and followed by other South Asian
scholars such as Gautam Bhadra, Dipesh Chakrabarty, Partha
Chatterjee, Gyanendra Pandey etc. These postcolonial thinkers
highlighted the colonial experiences of the South Asian colonized
subalterns through various critical works on postcolonial issues.
Shahid Amin, David Arnold, David Hardiman are some other
renowned historians who dealt with the issue of subalternity in South
Asian context.

Apart from the impact of the colonization on the colonized
masses, the internal colonization is another source of exploitation
which further consolidates the problem of subalternity in the society.
Internal colonization is a system of domination that does not come
from outside the nation-state but comes from within. In India,
internal colonialism was visible in three different levels. They are —
the Domination of ethnic races, the untouchables and religious
minorities such as Tibeto-Burma people, Dalits, Muslims ; the




subordination and exploitation of rural people by the urban elites .
and the subordination of regions not dominated by the descendants
of' Ancestral North Indians. The ethnic groups in India’s northeast
and the oppression of the Indian administration on them is an
appropriate example of the internal colonization existing in India,
The tribal people of this geographically isolated region have been
the victims of various types of violence and injustice in the Indian
mainland. Moreover, this region has also been neglected and
deprived on many occasions by the Indian government. as a result,
the people of this region have tried to challenge the state constructed
definition of a nation and sought to construct a new identity and
define their their own nationhood. Ethnic groups from Nagaland,
Mizoram, Assam and Meghalaya have been fighting for their socio-
political independence through various organized movements from
time to time.

Within the colonized class, there is another strata of
domination and that is of the woman. Now it was left to the woman
writers to strive to explore the space and establish the identity of
the women subalterns in the society. Postcolonial theorist Gayatri
Chakravarty Spivak raised the issue of difference between men
and women which was ignored by both Said and Bhabha. In his
views regarding the colonizer and the colonized, Bhabha does not
make any difference between men and women. Similarly, both
Bhabha and Said ignore the cultural difference between the colonizer
and the colonized. As Hans Bertens says, “Spivak, however, tries
to be attentive to difference or heterogeneity, even within feminism
itself...” — (Literary Theory-The Basics 212). Therefore,
according to Bertens, “Spivak can be said to be the first postcolonial
theorist with a fully feminist agenda.” (211).

Literature reflects the concerns of different classes and
categories of people in the society including the oppressed classes.
However, there is always a marked biasness in the society towards
the deprived section of people and hence the life and problems of
the subalterns never get a true reflection in literature. Therefore,
the postcolonial writers tried to address the unheard voices of the
oppressed section by advocating for them through their writings.



They realized that history and literature should be rewritten to
acknowledge the sacrifice and struggles of the deprived classes
which is always undermined by the dominant powers. Some
prominent Indian writers writing in English have dealt with the issues
related to the colonized Indian masses in a significant manner. The
writers such as Raja Rao, R.K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand, and
Rabindra Nath Tagore highlighted the colonial oppression
experienced by colonized Indians and advocated their liberation
from colonial bondage. Similarly, the issues of class, caste and racial
subalternity were given utmost importance in the works of Mulk
Raj Anand, Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy and Arvind Adiga etc.

The writers from northeast India express their concern for
various socio-political and economic issues which are responsible
for the backwardness of this region. Writers like Temsula Ao,
Mamang Dai, Mitra Phukan, Dhruba Hazarika, Shrutimala Duara,
Manalisa Chankija, Nini Lungalung, and Easterine Kire have dealt
with some of the vital social issues concerning the people of their
respective states.

In order to carry out a comprehensive study on the topic of
subalternity in the context of postcolonialism, a research work titled
“ Appropriating Subalternity: A Study of Fictional Narratives of
Easterine Kire” has already been completed for which I have been
awarded Ph.D. by Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva
Viswavidyalaya in the year 2022. The present work 1s based on

my Ph.D. research work.

Date: Dr. Gautom Kumar Saikia
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POSTCOLONIALISM
PARADIGMS AND SUBALTERN
PERSPECTIVES

Postcolonialism as a literary theory has played a significant
role in influencing subaltern studies and shaping critical mind of its
practitioners. It is a state or condition which represents the after-
effects of the encounter between Western colonizers and non-
Western colonized masses. It is a movement which demonstrates
sharp distaste and disgust towards the repression and oppression
of Western colonial powers. It also emphasizes the need of
delineating the colonial experiences of colonized subalterns in
various literary works with a purpose “to reclaim and rethink the
history and agency of people subordinated under various forms of
imperialism” (Ivison Britannica). The theoretical base of
postcolonialism lies in the monumental works such as Orientalism
(1978) and Culture and Imperialism (1993) by Edward Said, In
Other Worlds (1987) by Spivak, The Empire Writes Back
(1989)by Ashcroft, and Nation and Narration (1990)by Homi
K. Bhabha. Commenting on postcolonialism, Eve Darian Smith
writes “[a]s an intellectual movement, postcolonialism is emerging
alongside and within conditions of globalization and a current
preoccupation among West and non-West intellectuals with a global/
local rhetoric that claims to give voice to a localized, discrete,
oppressed yet restraint periphery.” ( Postcolonialism : A Brief
Introduction 295).

As a literary theory, postcolonialism is a discourse which
evaluates the life of the colonized natives who were dominated,
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A book chapter by Punendra Das

Role of Education for Women
IEmpowerment

Punendra Das
Assistant Professor
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

Thunumoni Chutia
D.EL. ED 3rd Semester
Basic Training Centre, Chabua

Abstract

Education is the most essential prerequisite for any person
and a constitutional right. It helps the person to minimize
inequality and plays a central role in human development that
influences the overall growth of the society. Women are the
backbone of society which helps to build the foundation of the
society. Although, the role of women is immense 1n society,
historically women have been believed to be weaker than men
in various fields. Discrimination of women from womb to tomb
is well known. There 1s continued inequality and vulnerability
of women 1n all sectors and women oppressed in all spheres of
life. They need to be empowered in all walks of life. In order
to fight against the socially constructed gender biases, women
have to swim against the system that requires more strength.
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A chapter in proceeding by Bidyut Deori

River Bank Erosion and
Indigenous Knowledge of
Deori’s in Dhakuakhana
Sub-Division: A Case Study of
Kanchan Plantation and
its Efficacy
Mr. Bidyut Deori

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science,
Kamargaon College, Golaghat, Assam

Introduction

Floods are the most perennial havoc that affects most of the
peoples, infrastructures and along with the natural environment with
its vast intensity for almost half of the year. The north —eastern region
of the country receives a large share of the summer south —west
monsoon’s rainfall that usually lasts between June to September, in
comparison to rest of the country. When the monsoon winds, make
its way over Assam, the Brahmaputra swells manifold, as do its
tributaries. And the impact, the resultant floods cause, is devastating.
Assam has always been prone to floods, but the Great Earth-quake
of 1950, led to massive changes in the topography and the Brahmaputra
valley has, thereafter, been seeing increased devastation, due to floods
(Centre for Disaster Management, Assam, date not specified). Expert
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A chapter in the proceeding by Dr. Gayatri Bora

Interpreting Climate Change
through Magic Realism: A Study
on Gun Island

Dr. Gayatree Bora
Associate Professor, Department of English
Kamargaon College, Kamargaon, Golaghat, Assam

Introduction

Amitabh Ghosh, the Gyanpith award winner in 2018 has published
his novel Gun Island in 2019 and it deals with climate change,
migration, etc. Itis an ecological novel and it encompasses nature and
environment. Amitabh Ghosh published his book The Great
Derangement in 2016 and in this book the writer explains why people
are not taking the issue of climate change seriously and people are
not willing to act on the climate change. This book examines the
problem from three major cultural modes -literature, history, and
politics. The Hungry Tide is another novel set in Sudarban and the
main character Piya Roy is in search of the rare Irrawaddy dolphin.
Gun Island is the sequel of this interesting and famous novel The
Hungry Tide. In this novel Amitabh Ghosh starts the story at
Sundarban with the myth of Manasa Devi and the legend of Chand
Sadagar and the later part of the novel deals with migration of two
teenagers, Tipu and Rafi where Italy is the background. wrapping
with the myth and supernatural elements the novel uses magic realism
and criticizes the men-made climate change and its effect and
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Editorial by Dr. Bijit Das in the National Seminar Proceeding

EDITORIAL

Northeast India, an enchanting land of rich biodiversity, lush
forests, pristine rivers, and vibrant cultures, but today it stands at a
critical crossroad. With its unique ecology and distinct geographical
position, the region is acutely sensitive to the growing impacts of climate
change. As this once seemingly isolated part of the world grapples
with rising temperatures, unpredictable weather patterns, and the
threat of environmental degradation, the urgency to address climate
change in Northeast India has never been greater.

Northeast India is home to the Eastern Himalayas, the Indo-
Burma Biodiversity Hotspot, and the Brahmaputra and Barak river
basins, making it one of the most ecologically diverse regions in the
world. Yet, this same diversity is also its vulnerability. The region is
witnessing increasing instances of extreme weather events: flash
floods, landslides, prolonged droughts, and unseasonal rainfall have
become more frequent and severe, challenging traditional agriculture
and destabilizing fragile ecosystems. The Brahmaputra River, the
lifeline for millions, has seen increased flooding, partly driven by erratic
rainfall patterns. With floods often comes devastation, displacement
of communities, destruction of crops, and loss of infrastructure,
Coastal ecosystems, such as the Sundarbans to the southwest, are
threatened by rising sea levels, endangering both wildlife and human
settlements. On the other hand, rainfall patterns in the region are
becoming alarmingly inconsistent. This has led to water stress in certain
parts, severely affecting agriculture, which is the mainstay of the
region’s economy. Traditional farming systems, which once thrived in
harmony with nature, are increasingly at risk as unpredictable
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monsoons bring either too much or too little rain, jeopardizing food

security and livelihoods.
Northeast India is celebrated for its incredible flora and fauna,

but climate change poses an existential threat to this natural wealth.
Species that rely on specific temperature ranges and ecosystems,
like the endangered red panda and the snow leopard, are finding their
habitats shrinking. Forests, which cover about 70% of the region, are
already experiencing shifting vegetation zones, leaving native species
unable to adapt quickly enough. This not only threatens wildlife but
also the indigenous communities that rely on forests for sustenance
and cultural practices. Moreover, increased human encroachment into
forests. driven by economic pressures and population growth,
exacerbates the degradation of these critical habitats. Deforestation,
already a concern, accelerates climate change by reducing carbon
sinks and increasing the risk of soil erosion. The region, thus. facesa
dual challenge of protecting its biodiversity while fostering economic
growth.

While the impacts of climate change are global, the solutions
must be local. Thus, this book with a plethora of research papers
from Humanities, Science and Social science presented at the
national seminar titled “Climate Change in North East India:
Understanding Recent Trends and Patterns” gives a multi-faceted
approach, encompassing diverse areas of economic development,
environmental protection, indigenous knowledge and traditions,
embracing modern innovations in sustainable practices etc will
provide the readers with nuanced ideas to unearth the depth of

climate change .

Gt

Dr. Bijit Das
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Situating Illegal Immigration and
the Complexity of the Discourses
of Citizenship and Identity in
Assam: A Reading of Jahnavi
Barua's Undertow

W Anjan Saikia
Assistant Professor Dept. of English
Kamargaon College, Golaghat, Assam.

Abstract:

Citizenship and identity are perhaps the most critical issucs
engulfing Assam and the Assamese society in the posl-indep"-’"dent
era. These vexed issues have affected everyone including layman
and the reaching of these is so enormous that everyone has g(.)l
involved in these discourses directly or indircctly. This papcr °
an atlempi o address the perennial problem ofillegal immigration

in : : : > »
Assdr.n.m the post-independent period and locate o
complexities that i has brou

- ght in the discourses of citizenshiP
?r?d;flf)r:j?hzased On 4 reading of Jahnavi Baruah's no\'f
is long-lc‘m] ci;:ap = \?O”ld, br ing into the context ol'AASU B (s
from Assam a ar?? v ldcm,’f)’ and deport the illegal immigra” 0
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Discourses In Citizenship and Identity: Perception And Reality 35

and distrust through critical insights of (he interweaving storics
of Rukmini, Loya, Torun, Arun, Robin khura, ctc. While looking
into these complex discourses in Assam and their widespread
ramifications in every stratum of socicty, the discussion would
situate some of the critical phases of Assam's history, especially
from the 1980s onwards including Assam agitation.

Keywords : Citizenship, [llegal immigration, identity, AASU,
Assam agitation, Deportation.,

Introduction :
The issues of illegal immigration and identity have

remained central to the society and politics of Assam in the post-
independent era. These perennial issues have pushed all other
arcas in Assam connected to human development to the margins.
The impacts of these are enormous in the lives of people, and
therefore the more the people talk about these issues the more
they (ind them enmeshed in the state's recent past and events. It
is important to notc here that the greater part of today’s North
East was known as Assam at the time of independence. In other
words, the process of territorial break-up started only after the
independence [rom the British. Today, Assam is constituted mainly
of the Brahmaputra and Barak valley and the Karbi hills.

Many of the issues like immigration, identity, citizenship.
and demographic change have received unprecedented urgency in
contemporary politics and society of Assam. These socio-political
issues have increasingly occupied the center stage in different debates
due to their perceived threat to the Assamese society and language.
Unabated immigration from Bangladesh especially from the 1970s
onwards has transformed the political geography of Assam and turned
the fear of Assamese peoplc becoming a minority in their land more
realistic. All these areas which have left an enduring effect on the
politics and socicty of Assam have been accorded great attention in
works of literature and it is in this context the novel titled Undertow
by the Assamesc novelist Jahnavi Barua poses significance.

Undertow is the second novel written by this Assamese
novelist and wns published in 2020, Based in Bengaluru, Baruah
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South Asia refers to a group of nation states bounded by a geographical commonality
or contiguity and connected through historical, cultural, linguistic, ethnic, and civilizational
linkages. Constituted of the nations including India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bhutan, Maldives, and Afghanistan, the region is presently home to over 1.9 billion people
and is one of the most-heavily populated regions in the globe. Interestingly, the region boasts
of a large number of young population and, as estimates have suggested, more than 35%
population in South Asia comes under the age of 18. The region can cash in this demographic
dividend for all-round development and acceleration of sustainable economic activities.
However, it needs to be kept in mind that the region has remained one of the poorest in the
world, with more than 30% of the population, as the World Bank suggests, still living under
the international poverty line. To cash in the democratic dividend at its fullest and bridge the
gaps, higher education in these nations can play a big role and create multifarious

opportunities.

In the region, countries are largely agricultural economies, and approximately 70% of
the total population live in rural areas. However, the nations are forging a path towards the
direction of the growth of their industry and services sectors. The region is also vulnerable to
Patural disasters and has witnessed in the recent times various sorts of political instabilities,
internal conflicts, and security concerns. All the nations of the region fall under developing
and lc‘ast-developed countries and have confronted several challenges in areas such as
edu?atlon, infrastructure, and health. Compared to global averages, the region is lagging
behind education output and has not been able to meet the demands of time owing to the
particular challenges associated with the production of skilled workforce. Against this
backdrop, the role of the higher education has proved critical in facilitating a skilled,

competitive, and knowledgeable workforce for growth, investment, and development of all
sorts.



In fact, demand for higher education in the nations of the region is on the rise, ang it
has increasingly brought forth the necessity for relevant policy interventions from concerned
authorities as well as quality assurance mechanism. South Asian universities have constan
ranked poor on global rankings and are marred in numerous shortcomings. Poor
employability of the graduates and the worrying disconnect between market requirement and
curriculum along with bureaucratic hurdles, low female representation, and political
interventions have plagued the higher education sector in these nations. Therefore, higher
education has emerged as an area of priority in South Asia in the current century and has
invited a great urgency of institutional reform and re-evaluation. The three-day conference
seeks to address the changing dynamics of higher education in the South Asian nations
against the stated backdrop and endeavours to unearth the various dimensions by providing a

necessary platform to the academicians, researchers, students and media persons as well for
fruitful deliberation.
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Role of Higher Education in Women Empowerment of Scheduled
Caste in Assam

ceeding

Probha Rani Das
Assistant Professor
Department of History
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

~ Abstract
: ‘_ Higher Education is not simply imparting knowledge in a particular subject or making
~ one fit for securing jobs or fare well in exams, but at the same time it is also a training in
~ logical thinking which helps the coming generation adapt to the ever changing environment.
So, it may be said here that all-round development of a nation, a state, and a particular society
is not possible without higher education. Higher education is the most essential tool for
everyone irrespective gender, caste and creed. But it is notable that literacy rate of the women
has lower than their male counterparts. According to the 2011 census, the female literacy rate
of Assam is lower (66.27%) than the male (77.85%). Significantly, the literacy rate of
Scheduled caste women is much lower (44.48%) than the overall female literacy rate. From
L the census report, it is clear that position of women in respect of acquiring higher education is
! pitiable. So, it has emerged as a quite challenging issue of the twenty-first century. Without
' higher education, women empowerment is not possible in the present situation. Women are
the backbone of the society and lead future development of the nation. Since women are only
 the creator of future generation, her empowerment will play a key role to mould a strong
generation. Therefore, women empowerment is utmost necessary for full-fledged
1 development of society. Higher education is one of the most important means of empowering
Women with knowledge, skills, and self-confidence. The present paper mainly focuses the
Women of Scheduled caste who have been lagging in every aspect of life for many centuries
Without theijr own fault. The main objective of the present study is the role of higher
€ucation in empowerment of Scheduled caste women in Assam.
Keyworgs: higher education, women empowerment, scheduled caste, Assam

l'““)ductiun

Women from Scheduled Castes in India, particularly in states like Assam, encounter a

Nique Intersection of gender and caste discrimination. A
x lanc

gsam, with its diverse ethnic groups
Iscape for the empowerment of SC
crucial tool for dismantling socio-
ocial mobility. This paper aims to
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Empowering Academic Success: Enhancing Communicative and
Functional English Skills in Higher Education

Dr. Gautom Kumar Saikia
Associate Professor, Department of English
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

Within the realm of higher education, the development of proficient English language
skills extends bevond mere linguistic competence; it represents a fundamental pillar for
academic excellence and professional advancement. This paper explores the necessity of
integrating communicative and functional English components into higher education
curricula. The paper delves into the diverse advantages of fostering effective communication
and practical language application, underscoring their critical roles in academic success and
future career opportunities. Through an amalgamation of pedagogical approaches, the paper
outlines strategies for educators to create an immersive and stimulating learning environment
that promotes both linguistic fluency and functional proficiency. By elucidating the
interdependence of communicative and functional English, the paper emphasizes the
indispensable nature of language proficiency in equipping students with the skills required to

excel in the ever-evolving landscape of higher education and beyond.

Keywords: higher education, communicative English, functional English, language

proficiency. pedagogical approaches

Introduction

The ability to communicate effectively in English is increasingly recognized as a vital skill
for students in higher education. With the predominance of English in academic discourse
and international business, enhancing communicative and functional English skills is
essential for empowering students 1o succeed academically and professionally. This seminar
paper discusses the importance of these skills, identifies challenges faced by students, and

proposes actionable strategies for improvement.
Importance of Communicative and Functional English Skills

Academic Success
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ProCGEdi

Challenges and Strategies of Educational Attainment among the Scheduled
Castes: A Research Review

Punendra Das
Assistant Professor
Department of Education
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

Dr. Amar Upadhyaya
Assistant Professor
Department of Education
Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh

Education is the process of acquiring knowledge that prepares a thriving present and
leads to a stable future (Keshvi & Tammana, 2021). Education brings equality, stability and
modernity in human society. It enhances the skills and knowledge of the people. The role of
education has been realised in human society since ancient period. In a vast country like
India, creation and transformation of education to all the communities of the society is really
a challenge for the government. Education is the most important instrument for empowering
weaker sections of the society. Several educational schemes have been implemented by the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for children belonging to the disadvantaged
sections (Rau & Usha, 2010). Some sections of the Indian society are still struggling to attain
education. Schedule Castes (SC) are viewed as one of the most deprived, disadvantaged and
suffering sections of the Indian society. They are the educationally excluded section of Indian
society. Since independence, the Government of India has been trying for inclusivity in
education irrespective of caste, creed and religion. But unfortunately, inclusiveness in
¢ducation is not attained. Along with some common problems, children belonging to
Scheduled Caste face a very high degree of social discrimination. They are frequently bullied
by the upper caste children and parents, teachers and staff too (Keshvi and Tammana, 2021).
Though the government has allotted seats in educational institutions including professional
“0urses under reservation quota, the literacy level of SCs is lower compared to others. This
Paper allempts o find out and analyse the challenges faced by SC community in attaining
“ducation al various levels. Various previous researches are reviewed to establish the
aUlhenticity and validity of those challenges faced by the SC community.

Keyworgs: Scheduled Castes, challenges, strategies, educational attainment
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e of Indigenous Knowledge System in Higher Education: Lesson
Everyday Eco-sensitive Practices of Karbi Tribe of Assam

Robin Hazarika
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

Dr. Phulmoni Das
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science
Government Model College, Deithor, Karbi Anglong

Abstract
In India, ongoing efforts are made to promote education in a decolonized manner. In

tiis regard, recently developed National Educational Policy 2020 can be mentioned as an
attempt to include an Indianized model of education into the Indian education system, thereby
making it more inclusive. This paper aims to investigate the significance of the Indigenous
knowledge system in Indian higher education. Due to the effects of globalization and neo
liberalization, indigenous people and their knowledge have been struggling to survive and
become extinct. Therefore, by introducing Indigenous education into higher education, it will
tssist them in receiving protection and recognition that would otherwise have been destroyed
o rendered obsolete by the introduction of modern hegemonic westernized educational
s?’Slfl:ms. The present paper is primarily based on two objectives: a) To recognize the
;ﬁ‘i‘;gcm% of indigenous knowledge in higher education b) To f]raw.attf':ntion to the
e incl:t::'s knowledge he.ld by the Ka‘rbi tribes in Assam @d the ways in which .1t can support
b Irac;i\? growth of l'n gher educatlon.. The pape'r also tlees to und.erstand tt{e importance (?f
g . lonal ecglog.ical knowledge in conserving environment m. a 'sustalnable way. Ft is
. cOnote thét indigenous knowledge systems are embedded' w.1th1n the understa..n.dmg:
fServation of biodiversity resources. Like most of the indigenous communities of
ei;‘:rigast ln.dia with the historical resource-use practice, Karbi tribal c.ommunity has
of e ;ced l.t over a long period of time anfl often possess.es an extensive knowledg.e
%logiCali ;’f’loglcal systems in their own localities. Ther.efor.e, in order to. unders.tand 'thelr
"-dmalign r: Igenous knowledge and how far inclusion of it will be helpful in mal.ung higher
; Wledge ore Sustainable, the paper makes an attempf to' understand the importance
| 1ScUSsi0ns \?Stem and eco-sensitive practices of Karbi tribe throtfgh foc.used group
| ‘;lngl()nl istrilth the Karbi tribal community, espefzially th?se who are situated in .the K.arbl
eﬁr:;i‘:or o inCCIOOFASS.am' The paper concludes with a s lety ofla_rgumel}tst :ndljlsg'uss{(}))nj
Unity into t}:z(z;atmg _the rich indlgexilous ecolog.lcal knowle ge of the Karbi triba
iscussion of broad curriculum requirements for higher education.
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Decolonizing English Literary Studies in Undergraduate English Honoyprs
Curriculum: A Reading in the context of Kalidasa’s Abhijnanasakuntalam

Anjan Saikia
Assistant Professor, Department of English
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

This paper argues that the inclusion of classical Indian texts in the English honours
curriculum in the undergraduate course under Dibrugarh University, Assam marks an
important shift in indigenizing literary studies. Focusing on the context of the inclusion of
Kalidasa's Abhijnanasakuntalam in the honours curriculum of English in Choice Based
Credit system (CBCS) under Dibrugarh University, Assam, the paper contends that the
prescription of such Sanskrit literary text as Kalidasa’s Abhijnanasakuntalam in English
honours renders the message of the continuous scrutiny of literary curriculum and its
diversification and decolonization for preservation of “India’s traditions and value systems”
(NEP 2020, 3). Such revamping, as the paper argues, can be seen as a part of the
indigenization of the English studies and offers scopes for critical studies from decolonial
perspectives about the advantage and necessity of “building a global best education system
rooted in Indian ethos™ and “transforming India into a global knowledge superpower” (NEP

2020, 5).
Keywords: decolonizing, CBCS, undergraduate, English honours curriculum, Dibrugarh

university, indigenization, diversification

Introduction
The study of literature has long been dominated by Western canons and perspectives,

often marginalizing non-Western texts and frameworks. This paper aims to explore the
necessity and methods of decolonizing English literary studies, specifically through the lens
of Kalidasa’s Abhijnanasakuntalam. This ancient Sanskrit play not only exemplifies rich
cultural heritage but also challenges Eurocentric narratives by offering unique insights 1Nt
themes such as love, identity, and nature. By integrating Abhijnanasakuntalam into the
undergraduate English Honours curriculum, educators can promote a more inclusive literary
landscape that honors diverse literary traditions and perspectives.

The Need for Decolonization in Literary Studies
Decolonization in literary studies refers o the process of critically re-examining and
restructuring curricula that have historically prioritized Western texts and theories 4! the
expense of global narratives. As Edward Said's Orientalism (1978) highlights, Wester®
scholarship often constructs a narrative that marginalizes and stereotypes Eastern culture>
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Understanding Education in India through Michel Foucault:

A Postmodern View

- Dr. Bijit Das
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

- Abstract:

The realm and the paradigm of human consciousness have an integral connection with
education. Various personalities, philosophers, thinkers, and educators from diverse
backgrounds have quintessentially contributed towards maneuvering different trajectories
pertaining to education. Keeping this in mind, the paper takes into consideration the
postmodern thinker Michel Foucault’s topics of “discipline’ and ‘problematization’ in the
field of education and looks at the trajectory of educational change in the South-East Asian
country of India through the concepts of ‘archaeology’ and ‘genealogy’. Also, the paper looks
at the significance of the notions of ‘knowledge’ and ‘power’ in the creation of educational
consciousness, educational institutes, and curriculum. As the paper examines the current
 happening in education through understanding the past, the method of historiography has

:’eeﬂ used in the Indian context to analyze and exemplify various nodes through Foucault’s
ens.

Ke ords- > £ 1
| Eywords: education, postmodern, Michel Foucault, human consciousness

Intr oductiop:

especiaﬁ;[";iitlidl—*‘oucault's theories provide a unique -lens‘; fo.r analyzing edu.cation in [@ia.
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€ are some ways to understand Indian education through his framework:
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Challenges of South Asian University, Delhi: A Study
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Assistant Professor
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Education plays an important role in the development and progress of any nation, Iy
fact. a sound and flawless education system is essential for national development. Among the
three levels of education. higher education is very crucial as it empowers the individuals with
necessary skills and competence for achieving personal and social goals. Higher education in
the world is going through transition in the wake of liberalisation and globalisation. Changes

are laking place in different aspects of higher education. Many new issues and challenges ;

TeO

regarding higher education have emerged due to changes in policy perspective by |
government. The new challenge before the country at the advent of the twenty first century is |
to become a developed society which requires that not only a vibrant economy drives by
knowledge has to be ushered in soon, but also a new society where justice and human values
prevail has to be created. Moreover, challenges in higher education are no longer remain only
nation centric. They have already attained global dimensions. Higher education is a need of
modern-day society. Education is all about acquiring and transforming of knowledge so that I
makes a meaningful and positive impact on the society. A well-structured and high qualit
higher education enhances creative and innovative thinking ability in an individual s0 tbat
::ilii:?:diill).:z;:]cakc questions and seek answers to enrich knowledge. Without making
= ess o all, the goal of all-round development cannot be achieved.
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development in its member states through increased intra- regional cooperation. The §a AR
' C

N Sou,

member nations mooted the idea of establishing an excellent university to Provide worlq clasg
facilities and professional faculty to the students and researchers drawn from all members of
the SAARC countries. The South Asian University was finally established in 2010 at South
Delhi with the motto of “Knowledge without Borders”, The present looks into thege
dynamics of higher education in South Asia and opportunities and challenges of South Asian

University, Delhi.

Keywords: higher education, SAARC University, regional cooperation, knowledge
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Unleashing the Gender Wage Gap in the Agricultural Labour Market
through Higher Education: A Key towards Inclusive Growth in India
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Assistant Professor
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Darshana Medhi
Assistant Professor
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

The gender wage gap in the agricultural labour market is observed in all the states of

India. Higher education is a powerful tool of increasing access to highly skilled and high paid

jobs, and by providing this employment, it helps in achieving inclusive growth. The

iture on education can be an effective factor to encourage people t0
d improve their level of education. Further, it is a fact that the
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Collaboration between Museum and Higher Educational Institution:
A Study of the Prospect and Challenges in Assam

Ankita Kalita
Assistant Professor, Department of History
Kamargaon College, Golaghat

Dr. Anupal Saikia
Assistant Professor, Department of History
D.C.B. Girls’ College, Jorhat

Modern education system is expected to fulfil the aspiration of the people living in a
globalized society. In India also, with the introduction of New Education Policy (NEP) 2020
in India, the dynamics of higher education have changed substantially. The New Education
Policy is expected to help individuals to study one or more specific areas in an in-depth
manner and develop moral, character as well as constitutional values, scientific temper,
intellectual curiosity and creativity. It opens up the scope of study of new subjects and course
for enriching the goal of higher education. It insists on research even in graduate level,
internship, value education and so on for the students pursuing higher education. In the light
of it. museology can be a subject with much prospect and museum offers multiple
opportunities for the students pursuing higher education. Museums can offer internship for
the students, employability and cultural exchange across disciplines. Besides, museums are a
potential platform which can also offer ample opportunities to research scholars to experience
the objects, feel the attachment, and earn knowledge about the history and culture. Museum is
an institution whose purpose is not limited to the preservation of its artefacts or informing the
public about the splendours of the past, a specific era or the present. In the modern sense.
museum is also seen as a special teaching tool and thus it can potentially decipher knowledge
for the visitors, public and even for the educational institutions. Hence, there is an academic
link between higher educational institution and museums, and collaboration between the two
definitely helps each other. In this paper, an attempt is made to understand the prospect of
collaboration between higher educational institution and museum in Assam as well as the
challenges in doing that.

Keywords: museum, education, prospect, challenges, Assam

Introduction:

Museums are conventionally viewed as institution dedicated to the cnnscrva.tion of value-d
objects ang (he education 1o the public. The prevailing idea in the East concerning museum is
that a museum should be a house of wonders which represents the mean'ing' (-)f the popular
ame “Ajaibghar’, of which the principal attraction are of rarities and curiosities. In case of
Assam, the term * Jjadughar' in Assamese language is used to mean museum where strange

7,7)______————'——’7
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